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American Engineers & Roads

The Reforming Impulse: Engineers were:   
Problem-solvers; Public Servants; 
Efficient;  Apolitical;  Immune to 

Graft
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Reformers & Apolitical Expertise

Logan Page 
(1900-1918)

Thomas 
MacDonald

(1919-1953)
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Scientific Expertise = Political Influence + 
Cooperation: The Federal-Aid Partnership
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Engineers and National Policy
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Statewide Highway Planning Surveys

H.S. Fairbank
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Roads,  Relief 
& Toll Roads 
and Free Roads
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The Interstate 
System

Frank 
Turner

The Clay Committee & 
Eisenhower

The 
Interstate 

System ,1947
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Engineering Patterns: 
Britain & France

Ecoles des Ponts et 
Chausses

Macadam & Telford
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Engineering Patterns: Italian Autostrada

Piero Puricelli

Autostrada, 1923-1925
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Engineering Patterns: Germany & Autobahnen

Todt
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Austria: Mountain Roads and Tourism
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Engineering Patterns: Dutch Roads
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Scandinavia: Engineers as Policymakers

“Technify the Question…”

Issues:
Roads vs. Rails
Traffic Engineering
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Postwar Tech Transfer: BPR, Yale & IRF

IRF Fellowships

Bureau of Street Traffic 
Research
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Demise of Engineering 
Control: The US Freeway 
Revolt
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European Resistance to American 
Engineering Control

Avenue de 
Gravelle, Bois 
de Vincennes, 

Paris/F

Stockholm

Vienna
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The Limits of 
Expertise: 1960s 

onward

“Technify the Question”
vs. Political Control
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