
23e Congrès mondial de la Route - Paris 2007

Understanding the Evolution of Community 
Severance and its Consequences on Mobility 
and Social Cohesion over the Past Century

•Dr Annabel Bradbury

Halcrow
Associate Transport Planner
bradburya@halcrow.com



23e Congrès mondial de la Route - Paris 2007

Structure of Presentation

• A historical overview

• Definitions of community severance

• Concluding remarks
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Courtesy of ‘Streets before Cars’ websiteCourtesy of ‘Streets before Cars’ website
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SEU ‘Making the connections report’ (2003) 
highlighted:

• Large or busy roads that intersect neighbourhoods can  
drive a wedge through a community

• Limiting people’s ability or desire to travel through that 
area

• Reducing accessibility to key services (health services, 
education and employment opportunities, and food 
shopping)

• Reducing social interaction which can damage local social 
networks and community cohesion

Why is Community Severance an Issue?
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1. Static severance:
Transport infrastructure artificially 
divides area into 2 parts

2. Dynamic severance:
Traffic on road causes an intermittent 
barrier to crossing

Physical barriers can 
have impact of:

o trip delay

o trip diversion

Physical Barriers
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How people feel about moving through an area:

Perceived danger

Traffic noise

Can combine to produce:

Trip Suppression Traffic pollution

Psychological Barriers
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• Given its history and legacy in the UK and elsewhere in 
Europe, community severance is increasingly being 
acknowledged as a principal barrier to social inclusion 
and wellbeing among more deprived and vulnerable 
neighbourhoods. The challenge now is for our 
governments to recognise the merits of assessing the 
severance impacts of transport networks on our 
contemporary society and to reduce the inertia effect of 
infrastructure that pre-dates severance concepts.

Recommendations for Transport Scheme Appraisal
Concluding Remark
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